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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

1. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kennedy et al (6,163,594 hereinafter Kennedy) in view of Fraser (5,835,580). 

Regarding claims 1 and 4. Kennedy teaches a method for correlating a 
subscriber unit to a physical port in a point-to-point (col. 10 lines 36-48) or to a point-to- 
multipoint (col. 10 lines 36-48) depending on the type of switch type the subscriber unit 
is connected to because each switch has its own Service Profile Identifiers (i.e. SPID), 
comprising: 
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prompting an installer to manually input a location code associated with the 
subscriber (see column 3 wherein the service technician enters SPID because to gain 
access to the ISDN line from the customer premises location, the craftsperson must 
inform the central office switch of the SPID associated with the two bearer channels); 

receiving the location code in the subscriber unit (see column 3 wherein the 
service technician enters SPID because to gain access to the ISDN line from the 
customer premises location, the craftsperson must inform the central office switch of the 
SPID associated with the two bearer channels (i.e. directory numbers associated with 
the two channels), col. 3 lines 50-67, col. 6 lines 8-16, col. 7 lines 39-41, col. 8 lines 2- 
26, col. 8 line 60 - col. 10 line 62, col. 1 1 line 18 - col. 12 line 25); 

Kennedy does not explicitly show transmitting the location code via the network 
to a central repository; and storing the location code in the central repository toward 
associating the location code with the physical port. 

Fraser teaches a method and apparatus for automated provisioning and billing of 
communication services wherein an account is maintained by the telecommunication 
carrier for a specific piece of telecommunication equipment (col. 2 line 63). The account 
is established by forwarding to the telecommunication carrier a service request including 
information that uniquely identifies the telecommunication equipment and information 
that enables the carrier to bill the customer. The carrier optionally establishes a 
relationship with a credit card enterprise to pay for services rendered to the registered 
equipment (abstract, col. 1 lines 40-63). Fraser discloses registration may be done at 
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customer's home or at the vender's premises (col. 3 line 64 - col. 4 line 30). Fraser 
further discloses a customer's Network Interface (NIU) reports its own violation or in 
response to a polling signal (col. 4 lines 52-59) to determine if NIU has been transported 
to a new location and databases updated accordingly. In other words, Fraser allows for 
portability of N I Us wherein the owner of the telecommunication network allows the 
network address of the NIU to be changed (col. 5 lines 4-22). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention as taught by Kennedy to use a unique 
identifier as taught by Fraser for the benefit of monitoring and tracking NIUs connected 
to the network enabling for databases to be automatically updated when NIU is moved 
and re-connected to another network node. 

Regarding claim 2. Kennedy shows using an LCD to provide craftsperson with a 
display driven test set as well as using LEDs coupled to I/O port for indicating the test 
set connected and operating properly (col. 7 line 38 - col. 10 line 57, col. 1 1 lines 19- 
32). 

Regarding claim 3. Kennedy allows the craftsperson to re-input the location code 
(col. 2 lines 51-60, col. 3 lines 33-66, col. 7 lines 39-41 , col. 9 line 19 - col. 10 line 62). 

Conclusion 
Response to Arguments 
2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 has been considered but is moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barry W. Taylor whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
481 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 6:30am to 4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (703) 305-4708. The fax phone number for 
this Group is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to Technology Center 2600 customer service Office 
whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 



